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ttg.tak% anywhere from three to six
linjbs.

! “These people don't have any-
d:l.ing," stresses Puckett. “Their vil-
lage is 70 miles out from the city.
They might as well be a thousand
miles out. Their wallsare made of plas-
tic bags...and their floors are rocks.”
‘Because of Puckett, people whowould
‘otherwise never have the opportu-
ity to receive prosthetic and orthotic
av.ennon from a professional, now
‘do. And the best part is, they get the
“attention, the braces and the limbs for

by Here s how it works.

- *We go through two different ave-
fties (when ﬁndmg Mexican patients).
| The first avenue is the hospitals,” says

Puckett. The other is the churches of
‘Meérida.
“¥A hospital might say: I've got a
- young lady who's five years old and
has cerebral palsy. She has no money;
she and her mother have been aban-
‘doned, would you like to help her?'
‘And I say, of course, that’s why we're
doing this.”
‘Right now, the funding for these
‘missions comes directly out of Puck-
‘ett’s own pockets,

FROM THE COVER OF ACCENT

“People might
say, ‘Man, if 1 give
him a hundred
bucks, how far is
that going to go?’
Well, it costs us
between $1,600
and $1,900 per
clinic, which
means it doesn't
go  very far”
explains Puckett.
“Not that we
don’t appreciate
that. We appre-
ciate anything.
But we go
down every six to
eight weeks, and
that takes lot of
money.”

The majority
of  donations
come in the form of
prosthetic limbs and
braces. ;

“What we get from Savannahians
is about two to three hundred dollars

‘worth of used components. On top

of that, we usually end up contribut-
ing anywhere between three and five
hundred dollars in component costs
and fabrication costs.”

“Right now it's just me,” concludes
Puckett. “Right now it's just money
outof my pocket since last November.

If we get support, great! If we don't,
we're still going to do it. We know
that we're supposed to be doing this.
We know this is something they're in
great need of. And right now we're
just trusting that we can continue to
do this. I'm hoping people will catch
the vision and will want to partici-
pate.”
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Prosthetic/orthotic technician
Kamil Leman smoothes out a
socket on a newly assembled limb
in the Positive Image workshop.
Every prosthetic has to be custom
manufactured for the individual
user. However, many of the
components from donated limbs
can be reused.




