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Physician performs
amputation iIn Mexico

. Mercedes is an 18- year- old woman living in a hut on Mexico's
|"r "I Yucatan Peninsula. Her family does not have running water, a
W /' stove, or a refrigerator. Her father earns a salary that amounts

to less than $100 a year. When she was 12, a foot injury and a bro-
ken ankle left Mercedes unable to walk normally. Since then, she's been
considered an outcast in her village, Now, thanks to a Savannah mission

and a doctor from Memorial Health, she's learning to

walk with a new prosthetic limb,

David Puckett, a certified prosthetist/orthotist and
founder of Positive Image Prosthetics and Orthotics
(PIPO}, ereated PIPO Missions. Inc. He goes to Mexico
several times a year to provide prosthetic and orthotic
services to the poverty -stricken people there. Last
\\3 = month, Christopher Wixan, M.}, a surgeon with

= :

Savannah Vascular Surgery, accompanied him.
An 18yearold Wixon knew Mercedes” foot was damaged beyond repair and that her leg
woman stands for i
the first time on needed to be amputated below the knee. He arranged to borrow an operating
her new prosthetic 1o, hring his own tools, and perform the procedure.
legg. David Puckett B bl
of Positive Image It was all very surreal. Here Twas operating in a dimly lit room, late at night.
and Orthotics -
prisbb e The door to the O.R, apened to the outdoors, and there was a cat running
and her father is around right outside the door,” said Wixon,
on her right.

a5 standing on Christopher Wixen, M.D.,
(left) prepares to ampu-

her new prosthetic limb. Puckert is going to Mexieo again soon to check her tate a woman's leg In a

o8, makeshift operating room
T 5.
progress 7 in Mexico. A Mexican
If you'd like to learn more about PIPO Missions, Inc., call 354-7500 or physician {right) assksts.

visit www.pipoine.com. @




